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PRESS RELEASE

Naval Air Squadrons 
Receive Top Aviation Awards

The Royal Navy Search and Rescue Flight at HMS Gannet, Prestwick in

Scotland and 815 Naval Air Squadron based at RNAS Yeovilton were both

Navigators at the Guild annual trophies and awards ceremony in London on

23 October 2008.

HMS Gannet Search and Rescue Flight was awarded the Prince Philip

Helicopter Rescue Award for exemplary courage and tenacity in a particularly

complex, hazardous and protracted rescue of three climbers on Ben Nevis in

May 2007 and 815 Naval Air Squadron was presented with the Johnston

Memorial Trophy for an outstanding performance in the development of

navigation techniques for the maritime Lynx helicopter in preparation for a

four month tour of duty providing aviation support to Headquarters Northern

Ireland in 2007.

HMS Gannet Search and Rescue Flight routinely responds to more than 250

Search and Rescue missions every year and is the busiest Search and Rescue

unit in the UK. Speaking after the awards ceremony, Admiral Simon Charlier,

Rear Admiral Fleet Air Arm, praised the mettle and moral fortitude of the

crew of Rescue 177. ‘It was a rescue that pushed them to their absolute

limits. Their airmanship, grit and sheer determination was exceptional.’ 

ENDS

22 October 2008

1950’s
The 1950’s started with the Naval Air Branch being involved with 2 conflicts in Asia.  First was the 
Malayan Emergency, which ran through the entire 1950’s and then the Korean War which ran 
from 1950 until 1953.  The latter incorporated the first helicopter lift of assault troops in 1953.

In 1952 the Naval Air Branch was renamed the Fleet Air Arm, the name it retains to the present 
day.  1956 saw more unrest in the Middle East due to Egypt deciding to nationalise the Suez 
Canal.  In November 1956 the first helicopter assault from the sea took place during the Suez 
Crisis.

WESTLAND WHIRLWIND HAS 
Mk 7

Role
Anti - Submarine Warfare
Entered Service 
1956
Weight  
Loaded:  3538kg  
Maximum Speed
104mph
Weapons   
Torpedo carried in place of 
dipping sonar

KEY EVENTS

1951 July: 
HMS Vidal becomes the first ship designed to operate a helicopter.
1952:
Naval Air Service renamed Fleet Air Arm.
1952:
Steam catapult trials completed and demonstrated by HMS Perseus.
1952:
First trials of prototype Mirror Deck Landing Sight, designed to assist aircraft landings on carriers, 
carried out on HMS Illustrious.
1953 March: 
First helicopter lift of assault troops during the Malayan Emergency.
1954: 
First anti-submarine helicopter squadron becomes operational.
1954:
First angled flight deck trials carried out in HMS Albion.
1955:
First trials of replenishment using helicopters.
1959:
Royal Naval Air Station Portland opened.  First military helicopter airfield in Britain.


